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The Prompter. 








He carries Anger as the Flint does Fire, 
Which, much enforc'd, fooots out a hafty Spark; 


And, ftrait, is cold, again. 


Shakefp. Jul. Caf 





Tuespay, Marcu 23. 1736. 





Deceit, having lately been 
pleafed to fend me a Letter, 
in Acknowledgment and 
Support of the Juftice I was 
willing to do him, againft 
the voluntary Blindnefs of 
“) Prejudice; has fince, thought 
Dred % fit, in a fecond, to reftrain 
me from publifhing ir, affigning, for Cau/e of fuch 
Change in his Refolution, the new Proofs he receives 
every Week, that the Gentlemen of the Grub-fireet 
"Society, {eem not to be defirous of, Convittion : 
delighting rather in the Exertion of their Spleen, 
than in the Exercife of their Reafoz. 





. He informs me, very pleafantly, in the Clofe of 
his Letter, that as he was returning the other Day, 
along the Coach Road, from Chelfea toward Bac- 
kingham-Houfe, he met with a Knot of Weftininjter 
Scholars ; of whom Two had been wre/tling, and 
One gave the Other a very fair Fall, in the Opinion 
of moft of their Companions. But, while the Con- 
queror was appealirtg to the Senle of the Circle, 
His Competitor {natch’d up a Squirt, which he 
had wantonly brought out with him, and retreating 
toa muddy Ditch, by the Side of the Road, dit- 
charged Shower after Shower, at his Aritagorilt: 
who, recollecting that He Was decently drefs’d, and 
unprovided for an adequate Return of the Torrent, 

ave way, with a Smile of Difcretion, and took 
eve of his Play-fellow ; telling him, with 4 par’- 
ine Retort of the Head, that He was not afraid to 
the War, but afbamd to be Dirty. 


“ T found, continues my Correfpondent, an In- 
“ frucFion, in this whimfical Hint; and applied it 
“"to the Conteft between myfelf, and the Gezzle- 
“ men of Grub-ftreet ; If thefe Climbers of Par- 
“ naffus, cannot find Limpid Waters, wherewith 
“ to replenith their Squirt, It is plain They arénot 
“ high enough up, to lay claim to the Ufe of the 
“ Fountains: Therefore, I fhall leave them, un- 
“ difturb’d to the Exercife of their Talent; and 
“ am retolv’d, from this Time forward, to rezouxce 
all further Debate, until It fhall pleafe them to 
© recollect themielves, and reafon, Lrxe Scholars, 
and Clerg ymen. My honeft Friezd, too, their 
Printer, may compofe the Dilturbance in his 
Spirit: for, That Carnal Weapon, wherewith he 
talfely fuppotes | threaten’d him, had no fuch 
mifguided Intention. Yet, [ hope, fince He tells 
me, that Quakers muft mot fight, They hoid ic 
equally criminal any other Way to be Peare- 
breakers. Liowever, | believe it an Iz- 
“ juftice to charge him, in any Light, with affert- 
“ing, what his Name has been maughtily fer to. 
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Tuus far my Correfpondent ; and, 1 confefs, I wag 
glad when I read this Refolution, {0 becoming the 
Man of Sexfe, and the Man of Humanity. 
Mr. P— can have no Room to queftion, that the 
Readers of his Play will be Difcerners of the mani- 
feft Injuffice that was done it, at its laft Reprefen- 
tation. And, when the peevifh Perverfenefs of 
Conteft thall have fubfided, and made way for the 
Coolnefs of Reflection and Judgment, I cannot 
doubt, but a Truth, fo obfere’d and well-known, 
will be acknowledg’d by his very Oppofers them- 
felves, who are, now, fo fond of the contrary 
Sentiment. 





[ believe I have made it undeniably Evident, in 
one or two of my Papers, that fome of the Places 
injudicioufly attack’d, in the Dozble Deceit, were 
Thofe, remarkably fulleft of both moral and poetical 
Beauties. But, be thatasit will, I infifton it, that 
Iris both a wile, and 4 generous, Refolution, in an 
Author, to put an Exdto all Controverfy concern- 
ing his Writings, when once the Difpute becomes 
invettively perfonal. In fuch Cafes, Both Sides are 
Lofers, without Either’s gaizing any the leaft Ground, 
by fway of Equivalent. He, therefore, feems Sw- 
perior, who firft can conquer his Anger ; and grow 
fenfible of this ufeful Truth which We have been 
told by an Excellent Poet. 


“ While Self-Defence each jealous Writer rules, 
“ Contending Wits become the Sport of Fools. 


I fhall therefore, in Compliance with this Pene- 
rous Defire of the Author of the Comedy (the Ex- 
tent of whofe Merit, I fee, ftrongly, iz That very 
Defire) forbear to add any thing to what has al - 
ready been f2id in its Defence; and leave it to the 
Claim of its due Jultification, in the Hands of irs 
Readers : where it has nothing of that I// Nature 
to apprehend, which feems to have been fo indu- 
{trioufly promoted, at the Theatre. 


I don’t know howit happens, that we Writers un- 
warily permit ourfelves to grow warm, in our Rea- 
fonings, and confound Things with Perfoxs. No 
Example ought to have Weight enough to mitlead 
us into fo unfruitful a Practice: (1 except Cafes, 
where Perfonal Qualities are the Subje4 we treat 
of) Bur, I judge with the Partiality Men are apt 
to deceive themfelves by, or the Gentlemen (who- 
ever they aré) at the Head of the Grub-ftreet Four- 
nal, have been oftneft to blame, in this particular 
Error: tho’, if 1 conceive not a very wrong No- 
tion of the Scheme they might purfue with moft 
Honour, and Intereft, [t is a Deviation, of much 
worfe Effect in Their Cafe, than in That of the / 
Authors of any other Paper, now publith’d among 
us. 
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| Ww ne Emean; isp ditt, to allow the full Scope 
to the Humour of their Trrie, One would expect 
an iroxical Tranfverfion of Cenfure , where (to keep. 
up the Refemblance they aflymse)..4 Ba hoy’'d 
never beftow Praife, byt upon the Dy, .an Ri 
tliculous, fothey fould delicately, and pretendedly, 
pre the Seemings of their Satire, againft Nothing 
t Wit, and Good Fudgment. 


rey men 4! 


.IN'a Plan, of this Turn, Nothing gravely ma- 
lignarit cou’d have Place ; and, contequently, 47- 
ger, and Inveétive, muft be excluded. SATIRE 
fmiling her Reproof into Favour.eyen of the Party 
corrected, the Gayety of the Manner wou'd ferve, 
as-a:Veil, to the Malice, and afford no Motives to 
Refentment. : 

I thall be better underftood, if I borrow a Para- 

aph from our Great Poet above-mentioned, as I 

nd it in One of his Letters to a Friend, among 
That beautiful Collection, not long fince made 
publick. 


“© Dr.$WIFT (fays he)..much approves what 
“ I propofed, evento the very Title; which I defign 
“ fhall be The Works of .the Unlearned, publifhed 
“ Monthly, in which, whatever Book appears, that 
“ deferves. Prat, fhall be depreciated irovically ; 
~“"and, in the fame manner that modern Critics 
“¢ take,.to UNDERVALUE Works of Merit, and to 
“© COMMEND the high Productions of Grub-ftrect. 


- Ir This, as feems reafonable to believe, was the 
Hint, that gave Beginning to the Grub-ftreet Fournal, 
Jam forry, for the Town's Sake, and the Paper’s, 
that It was not direfly purfued: The Field it threw 
open was the moft copious, and fruitful, that coud 
well have ..been cultivated. ———— All, that Judge- 
ment, and Humour, and Satire, and Fancy,.cou’d 
have wifb’d, they might have found, in his Scene, 
with the vitible Di ererice and Advantage, of fet- 
ting to View what, was Inffrudtive, while they di/~ 
ghifed what was Bitter :. whereas, in the Model 
they have chofen.to praceed by, the Oifenfive lying 
‘uppermoft, often hidés the Good U/e, and prevents 
the Effect of the Cen/ure. 





RESOLVING to take Leave in. this Paper, of the 
‘Gentlemen who have the Adminiftration of Grub- 
treet, Lwas willing to offer the forezoing Thought 
ro their Reflection, as a Proof, that, if I have fome- 
times, appeared to be angry, I was angry without 
Malice :..and can look forward on a Profpect of 
their Enlarging their Plan, and their Fame, not with 
Patience alone, but with Pleafure. 


In the mean, time,. the Publick will always be of 
amy Correfpondent’s Opinion, who thinks, It fhou’d 
rather be the Bufinefs of fuch Pigmy Differtations 
as Ours, to fill up our diminutive Space with what 
relates to our Reader’s Inftruction, than our own 
Juftification. — The, Attacks, and Defences, which 
fo warmly engage us, in Support of dur jarring Pre- 
tenfions, will be always a Wafte of our Labour. 
Ata Coffee-houfe in the City, [-one Day had the 
Mortification of fezing myfelf twifted up, in Re- 
fentment, and atplied to a Fifbmonger’s Pipe, for 
having been fuller of Fire than of Fancy: — But, I 


‘had the Comfort, at the fame, Time, to obferve the . 


Grub-ftreet Fournal {natch’d away, from an,oppo- 
fite Table, and carried backwards in mere, Hafte 
than ufial, ‘by a tefty Old Scrivener, whd had been 

~ Snarling himfelf into the Cholic, at the Impertinence 
of your Quarrelfom Writers. 


‘Be it known and declavd notwithPandingg-—that 
- nothing I have herein advanc’d, for Exclufion of 
Perfonal Cenfure, fhall extend, or be con{trued to 


extend, to Players, Dancers, Tumblers, Fine-Ladies 
Pretty-Fellows, or, to Artifts of any other Profeffion, 
Ogeupation, or Manufdtture; whatever, wherein 
écorgtion, or Difpolition, of Perfon is’ the very 
ATTER and Thing Of their Character. 


To return to the Confideration of That licen- 
tious Propenfity in Audiences to forget, at xzew 
Plays, the Characteriftic Humanity of Englifhmen 
They affemble, with a cruelly premeditated Refo- 
lution, wot tohear, nor refled, tor Fear,they fhou’d 
find hemfelves PLEAS’D, 4s If ic was to be im- 
puted as a Crime, that a Gentleman is defirous to 
give Pleafure ! Shou’d not, rather, the DisPosrrion 
to write for a Stage, that ‘is {0 ‘loft, fo deferted 
fo invaded by Monfters,and Mummery, be receiv’d. 
as a Merit, that, (alone) might lay Claim to En- 
couragement ? 


.THE Method, (fays a humorous Writer) of 
Fudging, now in vogue, is bearing Sounds by orber’s 
Ears, and relifbing Wit by other’s Underftandings - 
Tho’ I wou’d have the World, in general, very dif. 
creet, in the Matter of Judgment, yer -I ‘cannot 
approve, of this flavifh Compliance, that fefigns-ihe 
nobleft Faculty of the Mind, to a'mean-Depen- 
dance upon whimfical Headpieces, who may-¢hance 
to be the moft Ignorant of Men. 


Ir youhappen to applaud any thing, ‘in’ Contra- 
diction to the Sentiments of fuch Pertons, 'yourare 
immediately {topp’d thort. How, Sir! do’ you 
confider what you are praifing ? Tom Driveler, and 
Tim Trifle fay, It is thé worft Thing that ever 
was writt.———That may be, Sir ;——but’ I judge 
for my/elf, as if They were notin Being: Indeed, if 
Any Man wou'd give me a Reafon——Rea/on’s a 
Fool: and Superiority of SENSE is in Superiority 
of NUMBERS.———=/Vou'd you have a Man whipy'd 
round th2 Town, for a crofs-grain’d Puppy, betaufe 
He thinks himfelf in the Right Scent, when the full 
Cry of the Pack is againft him ? 








Tuus, a few pofitive Niznies may lead by-the 
Nofe the Judgment of half the Town, and, when 
once they have fix’d the Stainp of Déflike upon what- 
ever excellent Work, every fafbiozable Converter 
muft come into it, or bravely Stem the Current of 
popular Opinion. 


Covu’p Time be recall’d, Such Fudges wou'd-let 
Otway ftarve, and Lee run mad, again, while-an 
Italian Singer, or French Dancer, woud be careis'd, 
and loaded with Riches.——Cou’d the Dead- be 
rais’d, Dryden woud, by fuch Fudges, be-once 
more reduc’d to Want, and his immortal Genius 
vilified; while a Settle wou'd’ grow tat,- and-a 
Shadwell be crown’d with Laurel.—Such Judges 


_wou'd, again, damn Phaedra and Hippolitus;:and 


give the Author of Ch—t Ch—ta Thoutand Pounds. 
An Infamy, ‘This Way of Judging, to the Emghjh 


Nation! not to be wip’d off by the greateit Length 


of Time! and a Crime againit every Thing -polize, 
not to be expiated by the fevereft Repentance ! 


Ir a Man is not qualified to be a Judge, what has 
he to do with Affairs above his Capacity ?- Let-him 
confider an Entertainment coolly, give his Opinica 
of it modeftly ; and, when he tays more than: that 
It plea/es, or di[pleafes, him, afford, at leait, {omeSort 
of Reafox for what he advances. 


Bur it isnot fufficient for fome People to think 
weakly, to have their Friends and- Acquaintance 
fatisfied that they do fo; till, by attempting ‘Things 
out of their Sphere, the Fact 1s, neediefsly, made 
publick. — 
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Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 





taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. = [ Price Two-Pence. } 
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